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1
GAS SENSOR WITH THERMAL SHOCK
PROTECTION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation No. 61/740,199, filed Dec. 20, 2012, the entire con-
tents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to a gas sensor, and more
particularly to a gas sensor with a sensor protection element
that protects against thermal shock.

The use of gas sensors to monitor oxygen levels in an
internal combustion engine is known. Current gas sensors are
designed for use in the exhaust manifold, where the sensors
detect a lean/rich operating condition of the engine, based on
the exhaust gas, and communicate with an engine control unit
to manage performance of the engine. The gas sensors
include ceramic sensing elements extending from sensor
housings for detecting the oxygen levels of the exhaust gas.

At engine start-up, before the exhaust gas heats up to oper-
ating temperature, water often exists in the exhaust passage.
Because the ceramic sensing elements are heated to very high
temperatures for operation, the ceramic sensing elements are
susceptible to damage (e.g., cracking) in the event that liquid
water contacts the sensing elements. Thus, it may be neces-
sary to delay the operation of the gas sensor until the exhaust
gas has heated up sufficiently to eliminate most or all of the
liquid water.

One known solution to this problem is disclosed in U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/130,701, published as U.S.
2009/0101502 and incorporated by reference herein, which
provides a plasma-sprayed gamma alumina coating over the
sensing element. Although this process has proven to be
effective for protecting ceramic sensor elements from thermal
shock at temperatures up to about 750 degrees Celsius, the
plasma spraying process itself presents inherent cost and risk
of'sensor damage. Further advances in thermal shock protec-
tion and manufacturing cost reductions are desired

SUMMARY

In accordance with one construction, a gas sensor includes
a sensor housing, a sensing element located within the sensor
housing, the sensing element defining an axis and having a
distal end extending from the sensor housing, and a sensor
protection element coupled to the sensor housing and at least
partially surrounding the distal end of the sensing element.
The sensor protection element includes a tube, the distal end
of the sensing element located within the tube, the tube
including a window located on a side of the tube adjacent the
distal end of the sensing element, and a fabric layer positioned
adjacent the window, the fabric layer spaced from the sensing
element and extending generally parallel to the axis.

In accordance with another construction, a gas sensor
includes a sensor housing, a sensing element located within
the sensor housing, the sensing element defining an axis and
having a distal end extending from the sensor housing, and a
sensor protection element coupled to the sensor housing and
at least partially surrounding the distal end of the sensing
element. The sensor protection element includes an inner
tube. The distal end of the sensing element is located within
the inner tube. The inner tube includes a window located
along a side of the inner tube adjacent the distal end of the
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sensing element. A fabric layer is positioned adjacent the
window. The fabric layer is spaced from the sensing element
and extends generally parallel to the axis. An outer tube at
least partially surrounds the inner tube, and an intermediate
tube is positioned between the outer tube and the inner tube.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front cross-sectional view of a gas sensor
according to one construction of the invention, the gas sensor
including a sensor protection element.

FIG. 2 is a right side cross-sectional view of the gas sensor
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 a perspective view of an inner tube portion of the
sensor protection element of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a fabric layer of the sensor
protection element of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a retainer portion of the
sensor protection element of FIG. 1

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a portion of the sensor
protection element of FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the sensor
protection element of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 is a front cross-sectional view of a gas sensor
according to another construction of the invention, the gas
sensor including a sensor protection element.

FIG. 9 is a right side cross-sectional view of the gas sensor
of FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 a perspective view of an inner tube portion of the
sensor protection element of FIG. 8.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a fabric layer of the sensor
protection element of FIG. 8.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a retainer portion of the
sensor protection element of FIG. 8.

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of a portion of the sensor
protection element of FIG. 8.

FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of the sensor
protection element of FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Before any embodiments of the invention are explained in
detail, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited in
its application to the details of construction and the arrange-
ment of components set forth in the following description or
illustrated in the following drawings. The invention is capable
of other embodiments and of being practiced or of being
carried out in various ways.

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate a gas sensor 10. The gas sensor 10
includes a sensor housing 14, and a sensing element 18
located within the sensor housing 14. The sensing element 18
is an oxygen sensing element, although other types of sensing
elements 18 are also possible. The sensing element 18 defines
an axis 22. The sensing element 18 has a distal end 26 extend-
ing from the sensor housing 14. The distal end 26 extends
along the axis 22.

The gas sensor 10 further includes a sensor protection
element 30. The sensor protection element 30 is coupled to
the sensor housing 14. Specifically, the sensor protection
element 30 is coupled to the sensor housing 14 via a frictional
fit over the housing 14, although other forms of coupling are
also possible, including attachment with fasteners, brazing,
welding, etc. The sensor protection element 30 at least par-
tially surrounds the distal end 26 of the sensing element 18.
The sensor protection element 30 controls the flow of gas
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from outside the sensor protection element 30, into commu-
nication with the sensing element 18, and back outside the
sensor protection element 30.

The sensor protection element 30 includes an outer tube 34
that at least partially surrounds the distal end 26 of the sensing
element 18. The outer tube 34 includes gas inlets and outlets
40 that permit gas to enter and exit through the outer tube 34.
In some embodiments an intermediate tube is also present,
disposed at least partially within the outer tube 34.

The sensor protection element 30 further includes an inner
tube 42. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the inner tube 42 includes a
cylindrical base portion 46, a flange portion 50 extending
below the cylindrical portion 46, a first generally planar sur-
face 54 extending above the cylindrical base portion 46, a
second generally planar surface 58 located opposite the first
generally planar surface 54 and extending above the cylindri-
cal base portion 46, a first curved end portion 62 located
between the first and second generally planar surfaces 54, 58,
a second curved end portion 66 located between the first and
second generally planar surfaces 54, 58 and opposite the first
curved end portion 62, a top portion 70 extending between the
first curved end portion 62 and second curved end portion 66,
and a plurality of windows 74 located on the first and second
generally planar surfaces 54, 58. The inner tube 42 is coupled
to the sensor housing 14. Specifically, the inner tube 42 is
coupled to the sensor housing 14 via a frictional fit with the
flange portion 50 over the housing 14, although other forms of
coupling are also possible, including attachment with fasten-
ers, brazing, welding, etc. The inner tube 42 at least partially
surrounds the distal end 26 of the sensing element 18 and is
made of stainless steel, though other types of material are also
possible.

The sensor protection element 30 further includes a plural-
ity of fabric layers 78. As illustrated in F1G. 4, the each fabric
layer 78 is pre-formed as a panel of braided fabric, and has a
generally rectangular shape, although other shapes are also
possible, including trapezoidal or circular shapes. In some
constructions the fabric panel is not braided, but is woven,
knitted, etc. The fabric layers 78 are made of Nextel™ 312
fabric, although other types of fabric are also possible, includ-
ing a metal oxide ceramic fiber material, such as refractory
aluminoborosilicate, aluminosilica, or alumina. Examples of
commercially available materials are 3M™ NEXTEL™ vari-
ety “312”. 3AM™ NEXTEL™ 312 is made up of 62.5 percent
Al O;, 24.5 percent SiO,, and 13 percent B,O;. In some
constructions the fabric layers 78 are sewing thread (e.g.
reinforced with 5 wt. percent rayon to improve processabil-
ity), or roving. Overall, the fabric layers 78 permit gas to pass
through the fabric layers 78, but inhibit water, particles, and/
or other contaminates from passing through the fabric layers
78. While various types of fabric can be used, it has been
found that sewing thread as a type of fabric for fabric layer 78
may be more robust in the manufacturing process than other
types of fabric for the fabric layers 74. The rayon cleanly and
completely burns out at 300 degrees Celsius.

The sensor protection element 30 further includes a
retainer element 82. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the retainer
element 82 includes a top portion 86, a first generally planar
surface 90 extending below the top portion 86, a second
generally planar surface 94 extending below the top portion
86 and located opposite the first generally planar surface 90,
afirst flange 98 extending away from the first generally planar
surface 86, a second flange 102 extending away from the
second generally planar surface 90, and a plurality of win-
dows 106 located on the first and second generally planar
surfaces 90, 94.
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With reference to FIGS. 6 and 7, the retainer element 82 has
a generally U-shaped, or stirrup-shaped profile. The profile of
the retainer element 82 closely resembles the profile of the
inner tube 42. Specifically, the profile formed by the top
portion 86, first generally planar surface 90, and second gen-
erally planar surface 94 ofthe retainer element 82 is similar to
the profile formed by the top portion 70, first generally planar
surface 54, and second generally planar surface 58 of the
inner tube 42, such that the retainer element 82 fits much like
a sleeve over the inner tube 42.

With continued reference to FIGS. 6 and 7, the fabric layers
78 are disposed between the inner tube 42 and the retainer
element 82. The fabric layers 78 are disposed across the
windows 74 of the inner tube 42 and the windows 106 of the
retainer element 82, such that one fabric layer 78 extends
across two windows 74, 106 on one side of the sensor pro-
tection element 30, and another fabric layer 78 extends across
two windows 74, 106 on the other side of the sensor protec-
tion element 30. Four windows 74, four windows 106, and
two fabric layers 74 in total are illustrated. However, in other
constructions various other numbers of windows 70 and fab-
ric layers 74 are used. When the sensor protection element 30
is assembled, each of the fabric layers 74 extends generally
parallel to the axis 22, and alongside the sensing element 18.

With continued reference to FI1G. 7, the retainer element 82
is coupled to the inner tube 42. Specifically, the retainer
element 82 is coupled to the inner tube 42 via a frictional fit
(e.g. via a pressing process), although other forms of coupling
are also possible, including attachment with fasteners, braz-
ing, welding, etc. When the retainer element 82 is coupled to
the inner tube 42, the first and second flanges 98, 102 align
with and/or contact an annular shoulder 110 located along a
top of the cylindrical portion 46 of the inner tube 42. The
retainer element 82 and the inner tube 42 are spaced apart
slightly between the first and second generally planar sur-
faces 90, 94 of the retainer element 82 and the first and second
generally planar surfaces 54, 58 of the inner tube 42, so as to
provide room for the fabric layers 78. When coupled together
with the inner tube 42, the retainer element 82 presses against
the fabric layers 78, thereby holding the fabric layers 78 in
position across the windows 74, 106.

As noted above, the fabric layers 78 permit gas to pass
through, but not water, particles, or other contaminants. Thus,
the combination of the inner tube 42, retainer element 82, and
fabric layers 78 allows gas to pass from within the outer tube
34 into the inner tube 42, where the gas contacts the sensing
element 18 and then passes back out of the inner tube 42 and
into the outer tube 34. The inner tube 42, fabric layers 78, and
retainer element 82 inhibit or prevent water, particles, or other
contaminants from contacting the sensing element 18.

The sensing element 18, which is typically ceramic,
reaches high temperature levels during operation. The fabric
layers 78 are positioned close enough to the sensing element
18 that the fabric layers 78 become hot enough to evaporate
water particles that contact the fabric layers 78, but are also
spaced apart from the sensing element 18 at all locations of
the fabric layers 78. If the fabric layers 78 were to contact the
sensing element at any point, a capillary action could occur, in
which a water droplet works its way down the fabric layer 78
to the location where the fabric layer 78 contacts the sensing
element 18. If the water droplet has not yet evaporated, con-
tact between the water droplet and the sensing element 18
could cause thermal shock to the sensing element 18, and
damage the sensing element 18. Therefore, the fabric layers
78 are arranged between the inner tube 42 and retainer ele-
ment 82 such that the fabric layers 74 run generally parallel to
the axis 22 and are in close proximity to the sensing element
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18, but are spaced by a gap at all points between the fabric
layers 78 and the sensing element 18.

FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate a gas sensor 210 in accordance with
another construction. The gas sensor 210 includes a sensor
housing 214, and a sensing element 218 located within the
sensor housing 214. The sensing element 218 is an oxygen
sensing element, although other types of sensing elements
218 are also possible. The sensing element 218 defines an axis
222. The sensing element 218 has a distal end 226 extending
from the sensor housing 214. The distal end 226 extends
along the axis 222.

The gas sensor 210 further includes a sensor protection
element 230. The sensor protection element 230 is coupled to
the sensor housing 214. Specifically, the sensor protection
element 230 is coupled to the sensor housing 214 via a fric-
tional fit over the housing 214, although other forms of cou-
pling are also possible, including attachment with fasteners,
brazing, welding, etc. The sensor protection element 230 at
least partially surrounds the distal end 226 of the sensing
element 218. The sensor protection element 230 controls the
flow of gas from outside the sensor protection element 230,
into communication with the sensing element 218, and back
outside the sensor protection element 230.

The sensor protection element 230 includes an outer tube
234 that at least partially surrounds the distal end 226 of the
sensing element 218. The outer tube 234 includes gas inlets
and outlets 240 that permit gas to enter and exit through the
outer tube 234. In some embodiments an intermediate tube is
also present, disposed at least partially within the outer tube
234.

The sensor protection element 230 further includes an
inner tube 242. As illustrated in FIG. 10, the inner tube 242
includes a cylindrical base portion 246, a flange portion 250
extending below the cylindrical portion 246, a first generally
planar surface 254 extending above the cylindrical base por-
tion 246, a second generally planar surface 258 located oppo-
site the first generally planar surface 254 and extending above
the cylindrical base portion 246, a first curved end portion 262
located between the first and second generally planar surfaces
254, 258, a second curved end portion 266 located between
the first and second generally planar surfaces 254, 258 and
opposite the first curved end portion 262, a top portion 270
extending between the first curved end portion 262 and sec-
ond curved end portion 266, and a plurality of windows 274
located on the first and second generally planar surfaces 254,
258. The inner tube 242 is coupled to the sensor housing 214.
Specifically, the inner tube 242 is coupled to the sensor hous-
ing 214 via a frictional fit with the flange portion 250 over the
housing 214, although other forms of coupling are also pos-
sible, including attachment with fasteners, brazing, welding,
etc. The inner tube 242 at least partially surrounds the distal
end 226 of the sensing element 218 and is made of stainless
steel, though other types of material are also possible.

The sensor protection element 230 further includes a fabric
layer 278. As illustrated in FIG. 11, the fabric layer 278 is in
the form of a tube. The fabric layer 278 is made of Nexte]™
312 fabric, although other types of fabric are also possible,
including a metal oxide ceramic fiber material, such as refrac-
tory aluminoborosilicate, aluminosilica, or alumina.
Examples of commercially available materials are 3M™
NEXTEL™ variety “312”. 3M™ NEXTEL™ 312 is made
up of 62.5 percent Al,O;, 24.5 percent SiO,, and 13 percent
B,0;. In other constructions the fabric layer 278 is sewing
thread (e.g. reinforced with 5 wt. percent rayon to improve
processability), or roving. While various types of fabric can
be used, it has been found that sewing thread as a type of
fabric for fabric layer 278 may be more robust to handling in
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the manufacturing process than other types of fabric for the
fabric layer 278. Rayon cleanly and completely burns out at
300 degrees Celsius.

To form the fabric layer 278, a string of fabric is wrapped
multiple times around the inner tube 242 during manufactur-
ing, such that a layer (or layers) of fabric material are formed
over the windows 274. The formed fabric layer 278 permits
gas to pass through the fabric layer 278, but inhibit water,
particles, and/or other contaminates from passing through the
fabric layer 278. In an assembled state, the fabric layer 278 is
disposed across the windows 274, such that the fabric layer
278 covers each of the four windows 274.

The sensor protection element 230 further includes a
retainer element 282. As illustrated in FIG. 12, the retainer
element 282 includes a cylindrical base portion 286, a flange
portion 290 extending below the cylindrical base portion 286,
afirst generally planar surface 294 extending above the cylin-
drical base portion 286, a second generally planar surface 298
located opposite the first generally planar surface 294 and
extending above the cylindrical base portion 286, a first
curved end portion 302 located between the first and second
generally planar surfaces 294, 298, a second curved end por-
tion 306 located between the first and second generally planar
surfaces 294, 298 and opposite the first curved end portion
302, a top portion 310 extending between the first curved end
portion 302 and second curved end portion 306, and a plural-
ity of windows 314 located on the first and second generally
planar surfaces 294, 298 and the curved end portions 302,
306.

With reference to FIGS. 13 and 14, the retainer element
282 is coupled to the inner tube 242. Specifically, the retainer
element 282 is coupled to the inner tube 242 via a frictional fit,
although other forms of coupling are also possible, including
attachment with fasteners, brazing, welding, etc. When the
retainer element 282 is coupled to the inner tube 242, the
flange portions 290, 250 align with and/or contact each other.
Additionally, the windows 314 on the first and second planar
surfaces 294, 298 of the retainer element 282 align with the
windows 274 on the planar surfaces 254, 258 of the inner tube
242. The windows 314 on the curved end portions 302, 306 do
not align with any windows on the inner tube 242. The func-
tion of these windows 314 will be disclosed below.

The retainer element 282 and the inner tube 242 are spaced
apart slightly so as to provide room for the fabric layer 278.
When coupled together with the inner tube 242, the retainer
element 282 presses against the fabric layer 278, thereby
holding the fabric layer 278 in position across the windows
274 of the inner tube 242.

The combination of the inner tube 242, retainer element
282, and fabric layer 278 allows gas to pass from within the
outer tube 234 into the inner tube 242, where the gas contacts
the sensing element 218 and then passes back out of the inner
tube 242 and into the outer tuber 234. The inner tube 242,
fabric layer 278, and retainer element 282 inhibit or prevent
water, particles, or other contaminants from contacting the
sensing element 218.

Additionally, the fabric layer 278 is arranged between the
inner tube 242 and the retainer element 282 such that the
fabric layer 278 run generally parallel to the axis 222 and is in
close proximity to the sensing element 218, but wherein a gap
is maintained at all points between the fabric layer 78 and the
sensing element 218.

As illustrated in FIGS. 12-13, the windows 314 on the
curved end portions 302, 306 of the retainer element 282 have
a generally elliptical shape, and the windows 314 on the first
and second generally planar surfaces 294, 298 have a gener-
ally rectangular shape. Other shapes and/or sizes for the win-
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dows 314 are also possible. In some constructions the win-
dows 314 each have the same general shape.

The windows 314 on the curved end portions 302, 306
provide a pathway for water to contact the heated fabric layer
278, without providing any further opening along the inner
tube 242 for the possible water, particles, and/or other con-
taminants to travel into the inner tube 242. In this manner, the
portions of the fabric layer 278 that are exposed along the
curved end portions 302, 306 of the retainer element 282
provide areas solely dedicated to water evaporation. While
such areas are illustrated only as being on the curved end
portions 302, 306, in other constructions windows 314 are
provided elsewhere along the retainer element 282 to provide
access to the fabric layer 278.

While the various constructions illustrated in FIGS. 1-12
include a separate retainer element 82, 282 positioned over an
inner tube 42, 242, in other constructions a sensor protection
element 30, 230 includes multiple retainer elements 82, 282
of various sizes and shapes. In yet further constructions the
sensor protection element 30, 230 includes a retainer element
82, 282 that is formed integrally with the inner tube 42, 242,
or that is resistance or laser welded to the inner tube 42, 242,
or that does not couple with the inner tube 42, 242 at all. In
some constructions the sensor protection element 30, 230
includes no retainer elements 82, 282. Rather, the fabric layer
78, 278 is held in place by the inner tube 42, 242 itself.

Thermal shock measurements using an ENG standard ther-
mal shock tester were taken to evaluate the effectiveness of
the wound fabric layer 278 described above. Various materi-
als for the fabric layer 278 were tested, including sewing
thread, 600 denier yarn—single layer, and 600 denier yarn—
double layer. The test involved applying 10 pl water drops to
the fabric layer 278 when the sensing element 218 tempera-
ture was as high as 900 degrees Celsius.

In the ENG thermal shock tester a FLIR IR camera was
initially used to measure sensing element 218 surface tem-
perature. This did not report the correct temperature when
looking at Nextel™ fabric. Therefore, the sensing element
218 temperature was estimated from the applied heater
power.

The detailed results of the testing are provided below:

Design Fabric Weight Thermal Shock
Sewing Thread 0.1 gr. Pass 900 C.
600 denier yarn 0.1 gr. Pass 900 C.
600 denier yarn (2 layers) 0.2 gr. Pass 900 C.

As indicated in the results, thermal shock resistance with
the spaced fabric layers 278 passed the thermal shock test of
900 degrees Celsius, and was at least 100 degrees Celsius
better than results obtained with a conventional gas sensor
having a plasma sprayed alumina coating. With a manually
wound fabric layer 278, no thermal shock was observed with
10 ul water drops applied to the fabric layer 278 when the
sensing element 218 temperature was as high as 900 degrees
Celsius. The spaced fabric layer 278 design was therefore
found to be robust to at least 900 degrees Celsius. With this
robust design, a sensor heater (which heats the sensing ele-
ment 218) is able to be powered on immediately when a car is
started, without the risk of thermal shock from liquid water in
the exhaust pipe. This allows improved closed loop engine
control, and reduces emissions.

Additionally, using an inner tube 42, 242 reduces fabric
cost. Specifically, it is expected that the amount of fabric for
the fabric layers 78, 278 required to ensure thermal shock
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resistance will have at least a 50 percent lower cost than for
example using only a woven sleeve extending over the sens-
ing element 18, 218 (i.e. a layer of fabric, in the form of a
sleeve, positioned to extend over the sensing element 18,
without the use of an inner tube 42, 242).
Also, during manufacturing, winding the fabric layer 278
over the inner tube 242, or forming a fabric layer 78 in the
form of a panel, is able to be performed independently of
pre-assembly for the gas sensor 10. In this manner all types of
gas sensors (e.g. Bosch LSF, LSU 4.x, LSUS x, Xfour) are
able to be assembled on existing assembly lines. The only
modification required is to align the sensing element 18, 218
with the inner tube 42, 242. Thus, the pre-assembly process
requires no modification from a standard series process which
has been used for several years, thereby eliminating capital
costs for new equipment.
Various features and advantages of the invention are set
forth in the following claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A gas sensor comprising:
a sensor housing;
a sensing element located within the sensor housing, the
sensing element defining an axis and having a distal end
extending from the sensor housing; and
a sensor protection element coupled to the sensor housing
and at least partially surrounding the distal end of the
sensing element, the sensor protection element includ-
ing:
an inner tube, the distal end of the sensing element
located within the inner tube, the inner tube including
a general planar surface, and a window located on the
generally planar surface adjacent the distal end of the
sensing element;

a retainer element positioned over the inner tube; and

a fabric layer positioned adjacent the window, the fabric
layer spaced from the sensing element and extending
generally parallel to the axis.

2. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the fabric layer is
spaced from the sensing element at all locations of the fabric
layer.

3. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the inner tube
includes a plurality of windows, the fabric layer positioned
adjacent each of the plurality of windows.

4. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the fabric layer is a
fabric panel positioned adjacent the window.

5. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the fabric layer is a
layer of fabric wound around the inner tube and over the
window.

6. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the fabric layer is
made from a ceramic fabric thread or yarn.

7. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the inner tube
includes a generally cylindrical base portion with a flange at
one end of the base portion.

8. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the inner tube
includes four windows and two generally planar surfaces, two
of the four windows located on one of the two generally
planar surfaces, and the other two windows located on the
other of the two planar surfaces.

9. The gas sensor of claim 8, wherein the inner tube
includes curved portions extending between the two gener-
ally planar surfaces.

10. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the fabric layer is
generally rectangular in shape.

11. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the fabric layer is
positioned between the inner tube and the retainer element.

12. The gas sensor of claim 1, wherein the retainer element
is coupled to the inner tube.
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13. A gas sensor comprising:

a sensor housing;

a sensing element located within the sensor housing, the

sensing element defining

an axis and having a distal end extending from the sensor

housing; and

a sensor protection element coupled to the sensor housing

and at least partially surrounding the distal end of the

sensing element, the sensor protection element includ-
ing:

an inner tube, the distal end of the sensing element
located within the inner tube, the inner tube including
a window located along a side of the inner tube adja-
cent the distal end of the sensing element;

a fabric layer positioned adjacent the window, the fabric
layer spaced from the sensing element and extending
generally parallel to the axis;

a retainer element positioned over and at least partially
surrounding the inner tube, such that at least a portion
of the fabric layer is disposed between the inner tube
and the retainer element; and

an outer tube at least partially surrounding both the inner
tube and the retainer element.

14. The gas sensor of claim 13, wherein the fabric layer is
spaced from the sensing element at all locations of the fabric
layer.

15. The gas sensor of claim 13, wherein the fabric layer is
one of a fabric panel and a fabric tube.

16. The gas sensor of claim 13, wherein at least a portion of
the outer tube is spaced from the retainer element.

17. The gas sensor of claim 13, wherein the outer tube
includes a gas inlet and a gas outlet.
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18. A gas sensor comprising:
a sensor housing;
a sensing element located within the sensor housing, the

sensing element defining an axis and having a distal end
extending from the sensor housing; and

a sensor protection element coupled to the sensor housing

and at least partially surrounding the distal end of the

sensing element, the sensor protection element includ-

ing:

an inner tube, the distal end of the sensing element
located within the inner tube, the inner tube including
a first window located along a side of the inner tube
adjacent the distal end of the sensing element;

a fabric layer positioned adjacent the first window, the
fabric layer spaced from the sensing element and
extending generally parallel to the axis; and

aretainer element at least partially surrounding the inner
tube and the fabric layer, the retainer element includ-
ing a second window aligned with the first window
along a direction perpendicular to the axis such that a
first portion of the fabric layer is disposed between the
first and second windows, and wherein the retainer
element includes a third window not aligned with any
windows on the inner tube along a direction perpen-
dicular to the axis, such that a second portion of the
fabric layer is disposed between the third window and
a solid portion of the inner tube.

19. The gas sensor of claim 18, wherein the inner tube and
the retainer each include a generally planar surface, and

30 wherein the first and the second windows are each disposed

on one of the generally planar surfaces.
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